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Very slight external violence has some-
times given rise to partial dislocation of the
os innominatum, owing to pathological pre-
disposition ; as, for instance, when under the
influence of a scrofulous constitutional dia-

thesis, or when owing to recent parturition,
the articulating surfaces have become in-

flamed and loosened. But such was not the

case with the two men whose accidents we

have just narrated. They were previously
in excellent health, and appeared of a sound
constitution ; consequently, their articula-

tions were in the most favourable position
for resisting any external violence. We e

find, therefore, as we might have anticipated,
that the dislocations were caused by very
powerful shocks-a fall from a third story
and a fall on a staircase, no doubt from a
great height.
The treatment adopted by M. Lenoir is

well worthy of notice. He merely confined
himself to the treatment of the symptoms
which the patient presented, keeping down
inflammation, indeed even the predisposition
to inflammation, by repeated bleeding and
leeches. No attempt whatever was made
to reduce the dislocation, lest by such
attempts those very inflammations of the

pelvic viscera and peritoneum, and suppu-
rations of the joints, which are so much

dreaded in these lesions, should be pro.
duced. In adopting this line of conduct he
followed the advice of Boyer, advice which
that surgeon founded principally on a case
seen by Enaux, and published in the
"Memoires de l’Academie des Sciences de

Dijon," In the case alluded to the left os
innominatum had been displaced and

carried upwards. The local inflammation
was too great to allow of any immediate
attempt at reduction ; antiphlogistics were
resorted to, and in a few days, their use
having been attended with the desired effect,
the reduction was attempted. The attempt
was only productive, however, of great pain
and a renewal of the local inflammation.
Another unsuccessful essay having been
made to reduce the dislocation a few days
later, and having produced the same revival
of the inflammatory symptoms, all idea of
reduction was abandoned. The patient
got well, but with a shortening of the limb,
and was able afterwards to resume his

calling, that of a slater. j
SEVERE burns frequently give rise to ulcer

in the duodenum, which is the cause of a
fatal result.
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ILL-DIGESTED TREATISES ON INDIGESTION.

SINCE the days of JOHN ABERNETHY the
medical press of this country has been parti-
cularly prolific in treatises on ’4 DERANGE-

MENTS OF THE DIGESTIVE ORGANS,"-works,
however, so frequently consisting of trite

common-places cooked up with the sauce of

quackery, to suit the popular taste, that one
is apt, on taking up a new book which pre-
sents a dyspeptic aspect, to throw it down

again, unopened, as merely a part of the

fee-catching apparatus of which certain

doctors avail themselves in practice. Yet
41 indigestion" is a subject of no small im-

portance to the community, and the trashy
character of the works that are devoted to it

is, therefore, the more to be lamented. Some

few productions, certainly, deserve to be

exempted from this general censure, and

amongst the latter the treatise of Dr. TODD
in the 11 Cyclopaedia of Practical Medicine,"
deserves to be named. One result of the

defective state of literature with respect to
the derangements in question, is a general
ignorance of their pathology and treatment,
&mdash;a prominent but by no means creditable
feature in British practice.
Mere nosologists may talk of "dyspepsia."

as if it were the name of a particular dis-

ease ; but, as indigestion may arise from

disorder of any one of the many functions

that are concerned in digestion, it is evident

that its consideration involves a very wide

range of pathological observation and reason-

ing, and its treatment a great variety of the-

rapeutic intentions. We are quite aware
that such is the view now taken by a large
portion of our most enlightened practitioners,
but amongst others a certain routine of re-
medies is still indiscriminateiy applied to all
cases that are styled 11 dyspeptic" and
11 bilious." For example, a doctor rejoicing
in a knowledge of the fact that the liver

secretes bile, but who has not kept pace
with modern pathology, meets with a patient
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who is said to be 11 bilious," or whose liver
is pronounced to be 11 torpid." This patient,
presenting no symptoms of acute disease,
exhibits a sallow complexion, and a jaun-
diced eye, with uneasiness, or pain, in the

right hypochondrium ; his alvine and urinary
excretions present certain morbid charac-

ters ; his tongue is furred behind, and red
and glossy at the tip and edges ; his skin is

dry, with, perhaps, some disposition to in.

crease of heat at night; his spirits are de-

jected ; his mental and bodily activity is

impaired. The medical attendant naturally
enough imagines that the liver must be the

organ that is immediately implicated, and

prescribes blue-pill and purgatives, and,-
as debility prevails,-in the absence of any
febrile excitement of the system, a 11 light
but nutritious diet" is enjoined. Thereupon,
the sick man will be fortunate if he do not

experience a considerable aggravation of his

symptoms, not arising, as supposed, from an

incomprehensible functional disorder of the

liver, but from inflammation of the mucous
membrane of the duodenum, with which the

hepatic derangement is sympathetic, and
which demands, for its cure, blood-letting
(general or local; more frequently the

latter), counter-irritation, and abstinence

from animal food and stimulating drinks.

Again, a disease which is obviously refer-
rible to the stomach, as indicated by im-

paired appetite, nausea, uneasiness after

taking food, and various sympathetic disturb-

ances of the system, is pronounced, by
routine practitioners, to be a case of 11 dys-
pepsia," which term, however, simply ex-

presses the fact that the patient does not

efficiently digest his food, without indicating,
in the smallest degree, the pathological
cause of the failure of his nutrient powers.
But 11 dyspepsia" is inseparably connected,
in the mind of the 1’outenier, with blue-pill,
laxatives, and bitters, which are straightway
exhibited, the result being favourable or

disastrous, according as the case happens
to be one of atony of the stomach or of chro-

nic gastritis,-diseases which should be

readily discriminated, but which, notwith-

standing, are often confounded, where atten-
tion has not been paid to the progress which
pathological anatomy has made within the
last few years towards giving a local

habitation to disorders which formerly
were only distinguishable by names. Yet,
on the other hand, ’it must be acknow-

ledged that the new lights of pathological
anatomy, which we owe chiefly to the re,

searches of French observers, have been con-
verted into mere igllesjatui by many profes.
sional men on both sides of the water, and of

which there is not a more remarkable ex-

ample than may be found in the subject of
these remarks. One of the various cases

that are included under the vague term

"dyspepsia" is chronic inflammation of the

stomach, an affection which, as we have
before observed, is of more frequent occur-
rence in France than in England : hence a
sect of practitioners who have studied chiefly
in Paris, and have become tinctured with the
Broussaisan principles, can see nothing but

gastritis in the 11 dyspepsia" of London.

With them a vague 11 dyspepsia" has been

supplanted by an hypothetical 11 gastrite,"
and a routine of leeches and antiphlogistics
has succeeded to that of blue-pill and

bitters.

Not designing to discuss these circum-

stances at length, but merely desiring to catl
attention in these parts of our Journal, from
time to time, to such leading and prominent
points in the practice of medicine as those to
which they properly belong, and knowing
that their consideration may be amply pro-
secuted at home, and in a more private
manner, we are content here to rest the sub-

ject with a simple exhortation to sagacious
men, to turn at once and for ever in the diag-
nosis and treatment of disorders of the diges-
tive organs, from obsolete hypotheses to

recently-established facts. They will find

their advantage in so doing, and so will the

larger class of patients that tlae whole

community of sick persons present in the

daily business of the profession.
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FEW points in therapeutics have produced

more variety of opinion, and greater dis-

cussion, than the influence of TOBACCO on the
human economy. Some persons have re-

garded the plant as being not only perfectly
harmless, but endowed with power to soothe
and allay all irritation, both of mind and

body. In perfect consistency, therefore,
with these therapeutic tenets, they have pa-
tronised its use as a solace during leisure,
and employed it as a remedial agent in nu-
merous forms of sickness. Others, on the

contrary, have called tobacco a baneful poi-
son, which gradually undermines the consti-
tution of all those who, even in perfect
health, consume it ; rendering them, in time,
a certain prey to nervous irritability and

hypochondria. Even in disease they assert
that its effects are capricious, and scarcely
susceptible of being so directed as to benefit
the patient.

In the present day-with all the mean3 of
information which we possess, with the

daily experience of millions of men before
us, and after all the experiments which have
been performed to ascertain the true effects
of the various preparations of tobacco, the
majority of medical practitioners are still
either unsettled in opinion on the subject, or
guided in their views of it only by personal
habits and sensations.

It cannot be doubted for a moment that,
administered internally, in any form, tobacco
is a powerful and dangerous narcotic. There
are, unfortunately, too many cases on record
it which it has proved fatal to life, when
either given as a therapeutic agent, or taken
accidentally in too large a dose, for its great
toxical properties to be denied. Not equally
evident, however, is it, that when used, mo-
derntely, as a habitual stimulus, its effects
on the constitution are decidedly injurious.
Indeed, we might say, &agrave; priori, that a sub-
stance so extensively employed, the evil
effects of which, nevertheless, it is difficult
to prove, cannot be very noxious,-at least,
to those who have become accustomed to its I
use. That such is really the case, is, we
think, most satisfactorily proved by a docu-
ment which has recently been addressed by
the Director of the Tobacco Manufactories
in France to the MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR,
and published in the " Annales d’Hygiene,"
forming a report the data for which have

been furnished by the medical men who are
attached to the above establishtnents.

I The manufacture and sale of tobacco in

France, as is generally known, is a govern-
ment monopoly. There are ten manufac-

tories, distributed over different parts of
France, which, altogether, employ five thou-
sand workmen ; that is, on an average, five
hundred each. The medical statistics given
in by the practitioners referred to, only apply
to the year 1842 ; but those gentlemen have
also combined in their reports the result of
their experience in the manufactories during
former years. Thus, a body of facts of great
value has been collected, tending to throw

considerable light on the subject. The re-

sults obtained are the more valuable from

their coinciding in every respect with those
which were obtained by M. PARENT DucnA-
TELET, the well-known hygienist, who, in
1829, published a valuable digest of a long
series of labours and researches made in
the same manufactories with a view to as-
certain the influence of the manipulation of
tobacco on the health of the workmen. Pre-

viously to relating the facts thus brought to
light we should say a few words respecting
the ESTABLISHMENTS IN WHICH THESE INVES-

TIGATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE.

The tobacco manufactories being entirely
in the hands of Government, are organised
and conducted with a degree of regard to
the health and comfort of those who are f m-

ployed in them which is seldom found in

private establishments. The wages of the

work-people, both male and female, are high,
considering the usual rate which is paid to
their fellow-citizens in corresponding locali-
ties. In the interior of the manufactories

everything is done that can possibly conduce
to improve their salubrity. The work-rooms
are well ventilated and cleaned ; the work-
people are never allowed to remain in them
during the hours of rest (in order that the air
may be entirely renewed) ; and precautions
are taken to prevent the existence of cur-
rents of air in those rooms in which the na-
ture of the labour keeps the workmen in a
continued state of perspiration. In a word,
the administration has omitted nothing which
is calculated to modify the pernicious results
of a great assemblage of individuals in a
comparatively small space. The directors

do not merely confine themselves to the in-

ternal discipline of the manufactories over
which they preside, but also endeavour, so
far as is possible, to exercise a beneficial in-
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fluence upon the habits and domestic life of entire processes, exposed to the emanations
their workmen. They give them salutary either of moist, fermenting, or pulverised
advice respecting those causes of disease to tobacco ; that is, that they are exposed to
which the poor too frequently expose them- them in a form in which the tobacco must

selves, especially in manufacturing localities. necessarily be more or less introduced into

They rigorously exact their regular attend- the economy by the skin and lungs.
ance on work, unless sickness, or some other When workmen newly enter the manu-

urgent and valid cause stand in the way ; factories, they generally suffer for a few
never allowing them to devote the Monday days, or even weeks, from headach and
to amusement and dissipation, as is the nausea. But these sensations soon disap.
habit of many French workmen. In order pear, and they then cease to be appreciably
to prevent the scenes of demoralisation which influenced by the tobacco. There has been,
too often occur in France, as well as in En- it appears, a few instances of individuals
gland, where artizans are paid on the Satur- who could not accustom themselves to the

day night, their wages are regularly given emanations, and who left the place on that
to them on every tenth day, a measure which account; but, as it has justly been remarked,
is found to have great influence over their the fact is not more surprising that a few
domestic happiness, nearly all their earnings isolated cases of this kind should occur, than
thus being devoted to their families instead that there should be persons who can never
of to the wine shops. accustom themselves to the motion of the sea,
These details must be known in order that and are always sick when on board a vessel.

the very favourable condition in which these The health of the work-people is generally
people are placed, may be appreciated in good,-better, indeed, than that of the neigh-
illustrating the physiological effect of to- bouring population ; a circumstance which
bacco on the human economy. may be accounted for by their superior pro-
The tobacco, received fresh from the fits, and more regular life. There is no ma-

colonies, or the home-market, is manufac- lady whatever, nervous or other, from which
tured into three forms, viz., tobacco for they appear more particularly to suffer. It

smoking, for chewing, and for snuff. Only is also remarked that their lives seem to be
the first and last of the three are made in quite as long as those of other work-people,
considerable quantities ; a very small pro- and that they are generally able to work

portion being prepared for chewing. To- until age or accidental illness stops their
bacco for smoking is made in the following labours.
manner:-The lighter leaves having been The number of the people employed being
chosen, are moistened with a dissolution of great, a certain amount of disease is neces-
marine salt ; they are then cut into shreds, sarily observed amongst them. Thus, it

at once exposed to a heat of 212 Fah., and appears that during the year 1842, there
laid to dry on hot plates. The process for were cases (more or less severe) of pneumo-
making snuff is different. The leaves are, nia, typhus fever, dysentery, angina,
as before, moistened with a dissolution of ophthalmia, rheumatism, &c. But these
sea salt, to prevent putrefaction, and cut diseases were not traceable to the daily oc-

into shreds, the larger ribs having, however, cupations of the sufferers; they seemed to
previously been extracted. The tobacco is manifest themselves in the ordinary course

then thrown into heaps, and allowed to fer- of things, and were observed to affect, at the
ment for several months. The temperature same time, in an equal ratio, the other mem-
often rises as high as 130&deg; or 140&deg; Fah., and bers of the community. In the manufactory
would become even higher, and carbonise of Paris, the report of the medical function-
the tobacco, were not precautions taken to ary states that there was an unusual propor-
prevent it. After it has thus remained dur- tion of cases of bronchitis, during the sum-
ing a sufficient time, it is ground, in mills, mer, which he inclines to attribute to the
and again heaped together, to ferment. For emanations from the tobacco. He ascribes
these operations to succeed, great masses of this circumstance, which he had not observed
tobacco must be wrought at the same time,- during previous summers, to the extreme

as much, for instance, as twenty or twenty- heat experienced in Paris in 1842, which,
five thousand pounds weight. he says, not only rendered the emanations
From this slight summary it will be seen from the tobacco greater, but also predis-

at once that the workmen are, during the posed the skin to their absorption. He men-
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tions a fact that seems to support this ex- are given, however, is such that we can

planation, viz., that the women, whose scarcely refuse to accept them, although
costume envelops them much less hermeti- by doing so we evidently admit that tobacco
cally than that of the men, and who were, exercises a preservative influence against
consequently, more exposed to the emana- phthisis; for no hygienic circumstance

tions, were the principal sufferers. would account for this extraordinary immu-
These remarks with regard to the fre- nity from the disease. The question is of

quency of bronchitis in the summer of 1842, extreme importance, and, whatever view we
were made only by one medical man out take of the facts adduced in these reports,
of ten, and were, even by him, said to the subject deserves a thorough investigation.
be contrary to his previous experience. The attention of the medical men who are
The other practitioners all coincide in no- attached to the manufactories has been

ticing the remarkable freedom of the work- drawn, pointedly, by the authorities to the

people from every form of thoracic disease ; presence and comparative frequency of

so that we really are warranted in looking phthisis among the work-people who are
on the Paris cases of bronchitis as excep- entrusted to their charge, and as they have
tional, and attributable partly to other been called upon to make, henceforth, a well
causes, perhaps local ones. It is evident matured yearly report of their observations,
that had the heat of the weather modified the no doubt in the course of a few years import-
hygienic state of the manufactory in such a ant information will be communicated to the
manner as to produce bronchitis-(as the profession on the point. In the mean time,
summer was equally warm all over France) the facts that we already possess war-

-the same effect would have been produced rant us in concluding that tobacco, used in
elsewhere, which was not the case. It is of moderation, is not injurious to health or to

the more importance to establish the real life that it originates no peculiar form of
value of this slight epidemic of bronchitis, disease; and that the thoracic affections, the
because tobacco has been said to give rise polypi, the cancers, the colics, the dysente-
principally to diseases of the chest, such as ries, &c., which RAMMAZINI, FOURCROY,
pneumonia, asthma, phthisis. PERCY, MERAT, and hosts of other writers,
With regard to phthisis, the experience ascribe to its use, are altogether imaginary

of most of the medical functionaries seems as offsprings of " the weed."
decidedly opposed to the idea that tobacco Tobacco appears to act solely on the ner-
favours its origin and progress. Some even vous system. The vomiting and diarrhoea
appear to think that the emanations act as a which it produces on those who are unac-
preservative. Thus, at the manufactories of customed to its use, or who take it, inter-

Bordeaux, Havre, Lille, Morlaix, and Stras- nally, in poisonous doses, are merely sympa-
bourg, phthisis is stated to be much less thetic symptoms. Upon this view of the

frequent among the work-people than among physiological action of tobacco, its harmless-
other artisans. At Bordeaux the disease is ness is easily explained. The brain, be-

very rarely found among them, and progresses coming habituated to the narcotic effects of
much slower in that class than with the rest the tobacco, does not react on the viscera,
of the population. At Havre, where phthisis which continue regularly to perform their
is common, it is so rare at the tobac co manu- functions, and health is preserved. Such is

factory that there has scarcely been a case not the case with other narcotic substances,
observed. At Morlaix phthisis is always and, more especially, with opium, the most
less violent in its progress, and less severe, important of all. The perpetual use of

when it attacks the manufactory people than opium, in addition to its pernicious effects
with other artizans. At Lille it is much on the brain itself, disorders the digestive
less frequent than among those who work system, and, eventually, nearly stops nutri-
cotton. At Strasbourg the work-people have tion. This, indeed, is the reason why its
not presented a case of phthisis. long-continued employment invariably de-
To any one who is acquainted with the stroys the most vigorous constitutions.

extreme frequency of phthisis among the Although a conscientious interpretation
labouring classes in France, a frequency of facts thus obliges us to conclude that
which can scarcely be exceeded even in our tobacco, used in moderation, is not decidedly
own country, these statements must appear injurious to health, yet we do not advocate
incredible. The authority on which they smoking. Putting aside the preservative
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influence which that habit may eventually
be proved to possess against certain diseases,
we must pronounce smoking to be an idle
amusement, specially adapted only for those
who, in the absence of profitable subjects of

contemplation, are content to pass their hours
in the dreamy scrutiny of the clouds which
they create. It is the principal occupation
of the vacant Turk, the indolent oriental,
and the scarcely more intellectual lounger of
western Europe,-in a word, of those who,
not choosing a better employment, are willing
merely to make smoke, and then persuade
themselves that they have really done "some-
thing."

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Saturday, Nov. 11, 1843.

Mr. FISHER, President.
CASE INVOLVING AN IMPORTANT MEDICO-LEGAL

QUESTION.

DR. CHOWNE offered, for the consideration
of the society, a case which appeared to him
to be of practical interest in relation to
forensic medicine, bearing upon the question
of concealed delivery. The points to which
he would more particularly advert were
those in which the condition of a patient
who had been several weeks under his care,
bore to that of a woman who had been deli-
vered of a child. The patient in question,
on the night of the 16th of September last,
after severe pains, resembling labour-pains,
expelled from the uterus a large quantity of
the ordinary cysts called uterine hydatids,
which were supposed to have been in the
uterus about five months. The mass was
formed of cysts, coagula intermixed with
them and surrounding them, and a mem-
brane resembling decidua enveloping a

great part of the mass. About thirty-six
hours after the hydatids were thrown off
Dr. C. was requested by Mr. Echlin, who
had constantly attended tothe patient during
the expulsion, to ascertain whether any
hydatids still remained, as she was suffering
much from expulsive efforts, similar to after-
pains. At the time when this investigation
was made the woman had in all respects the
characteristics of having quite lately given
birth to a child. The labia majora were
tumid, and, together with the vagina, were
relaxed and flaccid ; the cervix uteri tumid ;
the os uteri thick, open to the extent of an
inch or more, tumid and soft, and giving to
the touch the sensation of being fissured ;
no hydatids remained in it ; there were still
small coagula passing away, with sanguine-
ous-looking fluid. The parietes of the ab-
domen were loose, and the uterus was per-
ceptible (resembling the uterus well con-
tracted after labour) behind and above the i

symphysis pubis. The breasts were large
and distended ; the areola elevated above
the surface of the breast, very brown, the
follicles elevated and large ; there was also
milk in the breasts. The patient’s counte-
nance was pale, her hands and arms showing
the appearance of exhaustion and illness.
Seven days after this investigation the state
of the uterus, &c., was again ascertained,
and still was found in such condition that a
previous labour might have been very fairly
inferred. The secretions from the uterus
were such as would occur after labour, and
the patient’s state in all respects was similar.
There were not any well-marked linete
albicantes on the abdomen ; but, with regard
to these, they might, on the one hand, be
absent, even where women had had more
than one child, and they might be present
where pregnancy had not existed, as in a
case of distention from ascites, &c. The

woman, indeed, in every essential particular,
resembled so exactly one in childbed, that
he could not help regarding her as otfenng a
forcible suggestion on the side of caution,
even extreme caution, where the opinion of a
medical jurist was required in instances of
supposed concealed delivery. It was very
possible to imagine a case not constituting a
very extraordinary series of coincidences, in
which, for example, a new-born infant might
be found under such circumstances as to
show that it had been destroyed and put
away for concealment, as, for instance, in
the soil of a privy, common to more than
one family (and there were many such in
this metropolis) ; that in the course of inquiries
to discover the mother information were re-
ceived that a young woman had lately
become ill, was confined to her bed, and pre-
sented the conditions of a lying-in woman.
These circumstances leading to an investiga-
tion of the patient by a medical man, would
place her in difficulties of a most complicated
and serious nature, and it was unnecessary
to state in that society to how great an
extent her fate might be influenced by medi.
cal evidence. The patient, although it was
now eight weeks since that the hydatids
were thrown off, had still in one breast dis-
tinct and well-marked lineae albicantes, and
in both milk ; indeed, Dr. C. had within
these three days found that the patient
allowed a young girl to suck milk from her
breasts, and he had desired that it might not
be repeated. The breasts had been try
much datended by milk during the first three
days after the expulsion of the hydatids, but
the abdomen had not at any time acquired a
size more than equal to that in the sixth
month of pregnancy, which might account
for there being no linese albicantes on the
abdomen, although they existed in the
breast. Dr. C. added, that iu presenting the
case to the society he had been careful to
detail each particular exactly as it had
occurred, and in reply to a question stated


